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Stay Connected – 29th March 2026 
[bookmark: _9pk377bz5q77][bookmark: _Hlk191304274][bookmark: _Hlk212385257]Palm Sunday
This Week’s Reading
Bible Reading: Matthew 21: 1-11
Peter’s Blurb
“Come to St. Mark’s – not just a church but a family!”
Before anything else let me ask for your prayers in memory of Fr. Don Moore who, sadly, passed away this week – perhaps even a prayer of thanks for his deliverance as he has struggled so hard and so long in recent years but certainly for his long years of service to the church. My late wife Liz and Don’s late wife Kathy worked together at the airport for some years (a long time ago now) and so we have known Don since before he took up the ministry. He has spent the remainder of his life working his way through the priestly offices. When Rev. Hayward was suspended by Bishop Ewen Ratteray in 2003 Fr. Don was on hand to offer himself (I’ve often wondered at the serendipity of that ) and Fr. Don became Interim Priest-in-Charge at St. Marks to tide us over. He stayed with the tide for six years until Fr. Peter Green took on the position. Fr. Don served St. Mark’s well, helping us to rebuild as a church after a particularly difficult period during which we had experienced a massive loss of membership. He helped us to heal. Actually, we remember him especially in this Holy Week as it was he who introduced the concept and created the first Agape Supper which we have celebrated every Wednesday in Holy Week ever since as we do so again this coming Wednesday. To misquote Matthew 25 “Well done, you true and faithful servant”. May Fr. Don now rest in peace.
I repeat my appeal for anyone who might be interested in taking on the role of producing the weekly newsletter. The silence so far has been deafening! It is not onerous and I know many of our attending members have word processing skills and the talents to go with them. It would be good to have a fresh perspective on our church activities and social scene. If you feel this is something you might be willing to consider taking on please reach out to me and we can have a chat about it. You can reach me at pnash@logic.bm; 236-5055 or 535-5465. I look forward to hearing from you 
Today’s service was uplifting. Our organist, Angie, travelling to be with her family in the US, I guess got caught up in the confusion caused by the US congress stopping payment to TSA workers and the resultant disruption to air travel and was unable to get home to be with us today. Fortunately, most of the musical items had backing tracks for accompaniment. Thanks to Lisa-Dawn for her direction of this. Fr. Terry sang the consecration unaccompanied and the final hymn was also sung a capella. Hey! Where there’s a will there’s a way – and the show must go on! Hopefully, by the time you read this Angie will be snugly home again. Fr. Terry’s message was a powerful follow up to last week’s as he builds the scene for the week ahead. I look forward to the next episode. Read his excellent message below.
Attendance today was good. We counted 70 communicants – up from a previous high of 67. We did have some visitors, however, which helped boost the numbers. We had Dr. Martin and members of his family who are gathering for a family funeral next week. It was also a joy to have George and Karen Hepburn visiting once again, this time with some of their grands (?) – they are regular visitors to “Hidden Cove” and we are happy to have them visit with us again. So a few extra bods but still a good turnout.
And so, with Palm Sunday behind us – it must be the beginning of:
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Here is a summary of what is available for our worship in the week ahead:
March 31st – Holy Tuesday – Chrism Service at The Cathedral in Hamilton at 7:00 p.m. This is a beautiful, peaceful service at which all of the holy oils and waters etc. used in services in the year head are consecrated and blessed.
April 1st – Holy Wednesday – Agape Supper – a special commemorative service and traditional supper at St. Mark’s Parish Hall – shared with Holy Trinity
April 2nd - Maundy Thursday - Last Supper Commemoration – a Joint Service with St. Mark’s at Holy Trinity - 7:30 p.m. 
April 3rd - Good Friday - Meditation on the Holy Cross Service at Holy Trinity Church - 9:30 a.m. – shared with St. Mark’s
April 4th - Easter Vigil Service at the Cathedral at 7:00 p.m. 
April 5th - Easter Sunday - Sunrise Service at 6:45 a.m. at Rosewood Golf Club. Easter Service with Holy Baptism at 10:30 a.m. at Holy Trinity and a full Easter Sunday worship at St. Mark’s at 9.30 a.m. An Easter Bingo/Egg hunt will be held for the Junior Church students. No Peaceful Worship at 8.00 a.m.
Hope to see you all at one or several of this week’s offerings.
Guild News
The Guild will be working on the presentation of the annual Agape Supper. Briefly, an Agape Meal, or “Love Feast” as it is also called, is an ancient tradition of table fellowship. The practice of holy hospitality precedes the Church, going back to the hospitality Abraham showed to his three unknown visitors in Genesis 18. 
It is firstly a spiritual meal which culminates in a supper of Roast Lamb, potatoes and beans – the lamb symbolizing the sacrifice of a lamb during Passover.
The Guild will be thankful for any extra hands to help prepare and serve the Agape Supper which was introduced in 2004 by Fr. Don Moore and has been an annual event ever since. Tickets are available from Barbara Willis at$10.
Annual General Meeting
It is coming up to the time of year when the parishes of the Diocese are required to hold their Annual General Meetings. For those unfamiliar, reports are submitted from the various activities (“departments”) in the church including Financial Reports. These are presented for discussion and a new Vestry is elected by the members to manage the affairs of the church for the next year. The Vestry, under the chairmanship of Rev. Terry, consists of two Churchwardens who serve a four-year term plus a number of regular members who serve a term of three years. Rotation is staggered so that continuity is maintained. There are likely some vacancies opening up this year and anyone who is interested in helping the church in this capacity should speak to Dudley Cottingham, choir member, who has been designated, by the Vestry as Chairman of the Nominating Committee and he will be happy to explain what vacancies exist and you may consider “putting your name in the hat” for possible selection.
The Annual General Meeting will be held following our 9.30 service on Sunday, 17th May.
Fr. Terry’s Talk 
March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday
St. Mark’s Anglican Church
Matthew 21:1-11

Last Sunday, we stood with Lazarus. We listened again to that story—how his being raised from the dead set everything in motion, leading Jesus toward his trial and toward the cross. In John’s Gospel, it’s a quiet moment. Very personal. Full of grief. And what stays with me most is not just the miracle—but what happens Just Before.
At the graveside, Jesus doesn’t avoid the sorrow. He doesn’t keep his distance. He doesn’t rush past the pain. He steps into it. He weeps. He stands with Mary and Martha in their confusion, their heartbreak, their questions. And in that moment, we see something essential about God: Not a God who stands far off from suffering, but one who comes close to it. Not a God who dismisses grief, but one who shares it. Not a God untouched by death, but one who stands right at its edge.
And yet, that’s not the end of the story. Because from that place—from that space of loss—Jesus speaks. He calls Lazarus out. And suddenly, what seemed final…isn’t final anymore. What seemed sealed…is opened. What felt beyond hope…is restored. Life breaks in. Hope breaks in. God’s power breaks in—not as something distant, but something deeply personal, deeply present. And yet—as beautiful as that moment is—it comes with a cost. Because that act of giving life sets Jesus on the path to his own death. The one who calls Lazarus out of the tomb becomes the one the authorities decide must be stopped. So even in that moment of joy, there’s already a shadow. Already a cost. Already the quiet turning toward what is to come.
And maybe that leaves us with a question. Where, in our own lives, do things feel closed off…buried…beyond hope? Where does something feel sealed? Where does it feel like nothing can change? And can we still listen—even there—for the voice that calls us toward life? Even now. Even here. And that brings us to today.
Because now, in Matthew’s Gospel, we find ourselves on the road to Jerusalem. The one who stood at the tomb of Lazarus…is now on the move. The one who wept…and then spoke life…is now making his way toward the city. And again, there’s a crowd. Another kind of energy. Another kind of expectation. And again, the question rises: “Who is this?” But this time, it’s not a graveside. It’s a road—lined with cloaks and branches, full of voices, full of movement. People are shouting, “Hosanna—save us.” And they mean it. They are longing for something. Hoping for something. But there’s also a tension here. Because what they see…and what is really happening…aren’t quite the same. They see a moment of arrival. But Jesus knows it’s a moment of surrender. They see the possibility of power. But Jesus is walking toward the cross. They see celebration. But Jesus knows what lies ahead—rejection, betrayal, suffering.
And this is where the connection matters. The raising of Lazarus didn’t just reveal who Jesus is—it set everything in motion. Because he gives life…he is marked for death. Because he calls people out of the tomb…he will soon be led toward one of his own. So, when he enters Jerusalem, this isn’t a new direction. It’s the same road continuing. From the tomb of Lazarus to the gates of the city…and from the gates of the city to the cross. 
So, when the crowd asks, “Who is this?” we already know something they don’t yet see. This is the one who faces death and does not turn away. This is the one who enters into grief and speaks life. This is the one who has the power to call the dead out—and yet chooses to walk toward his own death. And still—he comes. Not with force. Not with power as we expect it. But on a donkey. Gentle. Deliberate. A king—but not the kind they expected. Not always the kind we expect either. And maybe that’s where this meets us. Because in both scenes—there’s misunderstanding. At the tomb, they don’t yet see what Jesus is about to do. In the streets, they don’t yet understand who he really is. And if we’re honest…we live there too.
We’ve seen glimpses of life. Moments where hope broke through. Moments where grace met us right where we were. And still—we hesitate. We still ask, in one way or another: “Who is this?” Is he the one who fixes everything on our terms? Or the one who calls us into something deeper? Is he the one who removes every obstacle immediately? Or the one who sometimes says, “Take away the stone,” and invites us to trust him? Is he the one who avoids suffering? Or the one who walks straight into it—for us? 
Because this is the truth holding it all together: The one who says, “I am the resurrection and the life,” is the same one who chooses the cross. The one who calls Lazarus out will soon be laid in a tomb himself. The voice that cries, “Come out,” will fall silent. And that’s where this week takes us. 
So maybe we don’t rush ahead. Maybe we don’t move too quickly to Easter. Maybe we stay here for a moment. Holding both images together: A man stepping out of a tomb—and a king riding toward one. A voice calling life—and a body about to be broken. A crowd shouting Hosanna”—and a silence that is coming. And we let the question remain, gently: “Who is this?” Because the answer will come—but not all at once. It will unfold through a meal, through betrayal, through a trial, through a cross, through a tomb…and only then—through something no one expects.
But for now, we stand here—on the threshold. With the crowds. With the questions. Watching the one who comes to us in humility…and walks, step by step, toward the cross. Amen.
In our prayers 
We ask for your prayers for Margaret Blanchette, Gill Rossiter, Sam & Marjorie, Gwyneth & Ralph, Jill, Barbara (Dyer), Vinette, Nancy, Gail, Janet & Gary, Tina, Val & Mark, Tim, Audrey, Robert & Kalreeta, David, Rachel and for Valerie (June) Johnstone and Hilda Warner. Also, for all and any others known to us.
[image: ]Previous services and other videos are on our YouTube channel. and/or our Facebook page at: and/or 
Next Sunday
[bookmark: _Hlk204760153]Sunday, 5th April – Easter Sunday. There will be No Peaceful Worship service at 8 am – there will be an Easter Sunrise service with Holy Trinity Church at Rosemont Tucker’s Point Golf Club at 6.45 a.m. Then our usual Contemporary Worship at 9.30 am led by Fr. Terry. Junior Church will enjoy Easter Egg Bingo – sounds like fun!
Coming Events
· Life Group Startup – The popular Life Groups have resumed but it may not be too late to get involved. Reach out to Steve or Cathy West if you would like to know more: cswestmd@logic.bm or cathjwest@gmail.com.
· Agape Supper – St. Mark's Guild will be hosting the Annual Agape Supper on Wednesday, 1st April at 6.30 pm sharp. Tickets at $10 each are available from Barbara (see poster below) RSVP for catering please. This is a traditional, spiritual meal and a popular event in our church year.
· Vendor’s Market – The next Vendor’s Market will be on Saturday, 25th April (I think).
· Bereavement Support Tea – our next monthly chat will take place at 3.00 p.m. on Sunday, 3rd May in the Parish Hall. 
· Annual General Meeting – St. Mark's Annual General Meeting will take place following our 9.30 service on Sunday, 17th May. (See discussion above.)
Those of you who generously donate to the church by way of Standing Order may wish to double-check that your orders have not passed their end-by date and expired. Of course, if they have, we would love you to re-instate them. 
Down the Debt – St. Mark's needs your help in reducing the size of our debt which inhibits future investment in our church. If you feel you may be able to help with this please go to https://stmarks.bm/donate/ where you will find details and an opportunity to donate.
Links: 
Just a reminder – if you want to check vot’s happnin’ or vot’s comin’ dahn de road – you can find it all at our: 
· Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbermuda/
· YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/StMarksChurchBermuda
· Website: https://anglican.bm/churches/st-marks/  
· Holy Trinity Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/holytrinitychurchbda
End Stuff:
Here’s a thought. It is always a great time for us all to review our pledging. If each of us is able to increase our pledge by 10% that would be a great boost to our cash flow (which as you know is tenuous at best). And, with our in-person collections still inhibited by numbers restrictions, please consider the opportunity to convert to pledging by Direct Deposit (see below). Your support is vital. 
As always, another huge thank you to all of you who continue to support our church family with your pledges and donations via online transfer. 
Direct deposits can be made to: Butterfield Bank for the account of:
St. Mark's Church Wardens – A/c No. 20-006-060-104125-100.
· For Grave Payments – when paying Grave Maintenance fees be sure to enter Grave Number and Name of Lessee e.g. “Grave 273 Peter Nash” in the Beneficiary space on the on-line transfer form.
· For Cash donations – if you do not have an Envelope # just be sure to also enter your Name and “Donation” e.g. “Nash Donation” in the Beneficiary space on the on-line transfer form.
Use of the “Beneficiary” space is IMPORTANT – it is the only way we have to identify who is paying and for what. 
Posters follow:
Come to St. Mark's – not just a Church but a family!
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P.O. Box FL 239 ● Flatts FLBX ● Bermuda
Tel: +1 (441) 236-8360 ● rector@stmarks.bm ● office@stmarks.bm ● pastoral@stmarks.bm
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St. Mark’s Guild is hosting
An Agape Supper
Wednesday 1%t April 2026
6.30 pm Sharp
At St. Mark’s Parish Hall
Please come and join us for this traditional
Christian fellowship meal
Tickets: $10.00

Available from guild members

%'am

RSVP 747-8893

Barbara Willis
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